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Ms Davina McCarthy

A warm welcome to all our new students and staff and welcome back to everyone else. Added to this, a 
warm hello from me as a new member of our leadership team. It is so exciting to look at the year ahead 
and consider all the amazing events and achievements, large and small, that we are sure to see here at 
AIS. I know that after all the disruptions and difficulties you have had to put up with in the last academic 
year, we all want to get back to normal and be productive, be creative and be able to have fun as we learn. 

We should take a moment to reflect on the challenges that lie ahead. Let us not forget to safeguard 
everyone’s well-being. Before this crisis, some might have considered that student well-being might be 
second to academics and learning basics. It’s now clear, more than ever, that without their teachers’ care 
and support it’s hard for many young people to stay well and focused. Being well, we’ll appreciate, isn’t 
an alternative to being successful. It’s an essential precondition for achievement, especially among our 
younger students and more vulnerable children. 

How do we support students returning to school while the pandemic is still a threat? Well, for parents it’s 
a good idea to be honest – for example you could go through some of the changes they may expect at 
school, such as needing to wear forms of protective clothing like masks. Children may also find it difficult 
being physically distanced from friends and teachers while at school – you could encourage them to think 
about other ways to bond and stay connected. Reassure children about safety measures in place to keep 
students and teachers healthy and remind children that they can also help prevent germs spreading by 
washing their hands with soap regularly. Remind children about the positives – that they will be able to 
see their friends and teachers and continue learning new things. Coming back to school I have seen 
many happy students; they are genuinely pleased to be back with their friends and teachers.

However, not all young people feel the same and many children will share anxieties with their families. It’s 
important to be calm and proactive in your conversations with children – check in with them to see how 
they are doing. Their emotions will change regularly and you need to show them that’s okay. 

Whether at school or at home, caregivers can engage children in creative activities, such as playing and 
drawing, to help them express and communicate any negative feelings they may be experiencing in a safe 
and supportive environment. This helps children find positive ways to express difficult feelings sometimes. 
As children often take their emotional cues from the key adults in their lives – including parents and 
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teachers – it is important that adults manage their own emotions well and remain calm, listen to children’s 
concerns, speak kindly and reassure them.

Our teachers and support staff are very aware of the challenges ahead but we will be supporting them 
to support the students on their road back to a more normal school life. We expect our students to work 
hard and strive for success but we also expect that they try to be caring and considerate members of 
our community.

It’s about adopting an ethos of compassion and very intentionally applying that. We know that these are 
stressful times, and families everywhere are creating a new sense of normalcy. Here at AIS, we will be 
striving to achieve a dynamic, thriving environment while still conscious of taking a carefully considered 
path towards our own ‘new normal’ and I’m sure you will all help each other to keep on track.

Taking the above message into consideration I feel that it is important to introduce the new members of 
our school community. This edition of the newsletter will feature our new school counsellor and some of 
the key staff who look after our children at school. I would particularly like to focus on the support offered 
by our Student Welfare Coordinators who, along with their Homeroom teachers, know your children 
best.  We will also be introducing our new teachers who, like myself, have undergone a period of quarantine 
coming into the country and who are very excited to move from their online lessons back into the 
classroom.

Personally, I’m so excited to be here in Ho Chi Minh City and I am looking forward to discovering as much 
as I can about the people and places here and sharing this with family and friends back in the UK and 
beyond. I hope you enjoy this newsletter and take the opportunity to follow our school journey on social 
media. Thank you AIS community, parents and friends for your continued support of the school.
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LESSONS OF 2019
Mark Vella - Deputy Executive and Secondary Principal

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our returning students and their families, 
as well as to the significant number of new students who enrolled over the summer 
months and have joined AIS for 2020-2021.

As I mentioned in my AIS Yearbook article in June, 2019-2020 will certainly go down as the most remarkable year in 
my 35-year career as an educator. Who would have ever predicted that schools would close for over three months 
and, for the first time ever, the international IB and Cambridge examinations would be cancelled? This created some 
real uncertainty and anxiety for our Year 11 and 13 students regarding how qualifications would be awarded. The 
release of results - in July for IB, and in August for IGCSE – sparked a great deal of controversy worldwide and many 
students, teachers and schools protested that the processes used to award grades were unfair. To their credit, both 
the IB organisation and Cambridge International acknowledged the problems and decided to issue new results.

In the end, our Year 11 and 13 students achieved very commendable results, despite the significant disruption to their 
learning caused by the COVID pandemic. Our IB cohort exceeded world averages for the ninth year in a row and 
achieved our second-best set of results ever. 15% of our successful Diploma cohort achieved 38 or more points. 
Special congratulation must go to 2019 Dux, Quoc Anh Andrew Tran, who achieved the highest diploma total with 43 
points. The IGCSE cohort also performed well. They too achieved one of the best sets of results in the history of the 
school. 

One of the ten IB Learner Profile qualities that we encourage in our students is to be reflective. So, as we start a new 
academic year, in a time of continuing uncertainty, the AIS teaching staff have reflected on the lessons that can be 
taken from the experiences of the 2019-2020 academic year. 

The first of these is that we should not take things for granted. Situations can change overnight. The recent COVID 
outbreak in Da Nang was a powerful reminder of this. Therefore, it is important that as a school community we are 
both resilient and adaptable; ready to face any new challenges that may emerge over the coming year. 

Educators have always known that one of the most important 
factors contributing to academic progress is the level of student 
engagement. And so it proved during the period of sustained online 
learning. Those students who consistently attended their online 
lessons, gave them their full attention and interest, and completed 
and submitted the required work made good academic progress 
during Semester 2.    

Another lesson learned was that those students who worked consistently and aimed to perform to their potential 
throughout the whole year, did the best, and got the results they deserved, when exams were cancelled. By contrast, 
those students who did not work and achieve to their potential throughout the year, thinking that they could just work 
hard at the end of the year prior to exams, received results that did not necessarily reflect their true abilities. 

There is no doubt that the COVID pandemic continues to impact on life at AIS. The school has started where it left of 
in June, observing a range of preventatives health and safety protocols, and for the time being large gatherings and 
public events are suspended. Hopefully that situation will change and school life will return to normal soon. In the 
meantime, I would encourage all members of the AIS community – students, parents and teachers – to take a positive 
and optimistic approach and make the 2020-2021 academic year the best that it can be. 
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Julian Carroll - Primary and Kindergarten Principal

Welcome Message

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you, the Australian International School Saigon 
community, and to tell you a little about myself. It was with genuine excitement that my wife, Elisa, and I arrived 
in Ho Chi Minh City on the evening of Sunday 9 August, after travelling from Melbourne, Australia. We left our 
home base in the capable hands of our son, Sam, and youngest daughter, Grace. We also have an older 
daughter Jess, who lives in Birregurra, a lovely country town in Victoria. We are very excited as Jess is expecting 
a baby and due in December. And we also left our cavoodle, Angus!  

Music and singing in particular are passions of mine and I am very interested in the area of voice and melody. 
Playing golf and following different kinds of sport, including the AFL Saints, are also interests. I’ve been known 
to undertake some home renovations and I love to travel, but of course these activities have been put on hold 
for the moment! 

I have a steadfast belief that we can all be learners throughout life and as a consequence, I have continued to 
undertake formal and informal study throughout my career. The educational journey I have taken has included 
roles as a specialist teacher, class teacher and for the last 25 years, as a Principal or Head of School, in both 
government and independent contexts. I am delighted to be here at AIS Saigon and it is my goal to try and make 
a difference in the lives of our students each and every day. 

Our values, underpinned by our beliefs, are important. I believe that every child is unique, every child has their 
own gifts and every child can succeed. I try to imagine the world through the eyes of a child. In terms of 
leadership, I believe that our decisions need to be informed by what is best for the child. Teachers have a vital 
role to play, in partnership with parents, to nurture creativity and learning and ensure that every child fulfils their 
potential. This is an awesome responsibility and one that we share and take seriously. 

At last week’s Kindergarten and Primary Assembly, I expanded on our school’s theme for this new academic 
school year of: Be your BEST. We would love you to promote this theme by encouraging your children to be their 
best at all times and with each endeavour. While we live in uncertain and challenging times, it is important to 
work together, maintain optimism and a positive mindset, promote creativity and develop rich relationships in 
order for us to nurture the world’s greatest resource, our children. 

Finally, it is a wonderful privilege and honour to be the next Kindergarten and Primary AIS Saigon Principal. I am 
very much looking forward to meeting you over the coming weeks. 

With best wishes
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As a teacher, Trish Robson finds it very satisfying to see how the students 
grow through the year! For some timid young children, it is their first time at 
school. All through the year the Kinder students are gaining confidence while 
developing social skills and learning their letters and numbers and even some 
sight words! The Coordination role is more intricate, assisting 8 teachers in 3 different 
age groups across 3 different campuses! The role gives me great pleasure when I see 
my 3 teams working cohesively, with their colleagues, to produce confident students 
that are ready to step up to the next grade.

Fiona McGuire has many years’ experience teaching in the upper primary 
levels. She is heading into her 4th year at AIS and has taught at both the Thu 
Thiem and Thao Dien campuses. Fiona has taught and held middle leadership 
positions in her home country of New Zealand, Jordan, China and now in Vietnam. 
Fiona’s passion is Literacy and the Visual Arts. When she isn’t working Fiona enjoys 
reading, travelling, watching sport and catching up with her family, including her two 
adult children who both live back in New Zealand.

Taylor Oughton comes from New Zealand and has worked at AIS for the 
past 4 years where he has taught in years 1 and 2. He has spent 20 years 
teaching in a variety of countries including Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Australia. 
Taylor has a passion for Early Years Education and literacy development. He likes 
to empower students to be independent learners who can apply their understanding 
and problem-solving skills to authentic situations.

Anastasia Markou is a British teacher who is in her 4th year teaching Year 1 
at AIS. She enjoys helping children learn skills in their new language, English. 

Although being a teacher means she is interested in all curricular areas, she is 
especially drawn to science and art. She finds helping the children develop their 

knowledge about the world and their place in it very rewarding, as well as giving them 
the skills to express their feelings through different media.

Jeremy Maher is an Australian teacher who has taught Year 3 at AIS Cherry 
Blossom for the previous 3 years. His wife, Hannah Maher, teaches Secondary 

English at the AIS Thu Thiem campus and their two young sons will be attending 
Xi this year. He is especially interested in sport, ITC and STEAM, as well as integrating 

the Arts into PYP units of inquiry.
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PRIMARY TEAM LEADERS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021
Julian Carroll - Kindergarten and Primary Principal
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Ben Mansell is the primary school literacy coordinator. He has always held 
a strong passion for teaching and helping children to grow in confidence in 
all areas of English. As literacy coordinator he is very excited to have the job of 
promoting English writing, reading and speaking and listening in the school and 
helping children to gain the knowledge and skills that they will be able to use for the 
rest of their lives. Outside of school Ben loves spending time with his wife and daughter, 
reading and playing sports. 

Beth Wills has taught at the Thu Thiem campus in Year 2 for the past 2 
years. She thoroughly enjoys being in the classroom and working with 
children but has decided to take on a role that she is familiar with, Deputy 
Principal. Beth has had many years in leadership positions from Mathematics 
Curriculum Leader, Team Leader to Deputy Principal. She has had extensive 
professional development in the area of leadership, building school culture and 
appraisal systems. She is extremely passionate and driven to create the best school 
and education for our children. 

Megan Hills is the Technology Coordinator for the primary school. She 
recognises that our children are facing a future that is exciting, constantly 
changing and technology rich. In this role, Megan supports the primary staff to 
find ways in which they can engage, enhance and transform student learning 
through digital technologies and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 
and Mathematics) learning experiences. She currently teaches Year 3 at Thu Thiem 
campus. Outside of school, Megan enjoys exploring new cultures, indulging in global 
cuisines and keeping active.

Leigh Hansen comes to AIS with over 20 years of primary teaching 
experience in Australia, Fiji and China. He has a particular interest in teaching 

reading and he loves seeing children working together and supporting each 
other during sports activities. Leigh is a qualified Reading Recovery and AustSwim 

teacher. Leigh is continuing his role of being Year 6 Team Leader and the Primary 
Mathematics Curriculum Coordinator.  

This is Leanne Raeside’s 4th year working at AIS Saigon. Previously Leanne 
was the Year 4 teacher and Literacy Coordinator at Thu Thiem campus and 

has now taken the position of the PYP Coordinator. Leanne enjoys the academic 
and personal challenges that the PYP Programme provides  the learning 

community and she is very passionate about the environment, especially in reducing 
plastic waste. Prior to working at AIS Saigon, she spent 12 years working in International 
Schools in Jakarta, Indonesia where she taught various primary classes as well as 
being in leadership positions. Leanne continues to enjoy living and working in Vietnam 
and she is excited for future challenges and experiences.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT WELFARE COORDINATORS 2020-2021
Ben Armstrong- Deputy Principal - Secondary School

“ Hello everyone, 
This is my second year at AIS and my 16th year teaching in Southeast Asia. 
I’m here with my wife and our two young children, who are both AIS students. 
Before being a teacher, I was a journalist in England. A benefit of this is that I can 
pass on my passion for writing to my IB English A students and show them the 
importance of clear communication. 
I am very much looking forward to working with this year’s fantastic Year 13s and 
helping them get to their dream universities. ”

“ Hello and welcome to the AIS families joining us this academic year. I’m a 
Ho Chi Minh City veteran of more than 15 years and my two children aged 
11 and 4 study at the school. We are very much an AIS family ourselves!   
This is my 8th academic year at the school and I will be the Student Welfare 
Coordinator for Year 11. Previously I was the SWC for Year 10 and was lucky enough 
to go on our fantastic camp in Malaysia in January 2020. I’m very happy to be able to 
follow this group of students into Year 11. I wish them a successful and productive year 
and I look forward to supporting them on their challenging yet exciting IGCSE journey.”

“ Hello to the entire AIS Community,
This is my 9th year at AIS and 4th as the Deputy Principal of the Secondary 
School. During my time at AIS, I am constantly amazed at the community feel 
of the entire school, from students, parents and of course, our dedicated staff. 
A qualified Math and Science teacher, I teach our IGCSE and IBDP Physics students. 
I find immense joy in combining my love of Physics with the satisfaction of education. 
Beyond the classroom, I assist the Year 7 – Year 10 Student Welfare Coordinators 
ensure every AIS students’ academic, social and emotional needs are supported, and 
an environment is created where they can thrive.

I very much look forward to once again working with the AIS community to ensure our students continue to reach their goals. ”

“ Dear Parents, I’m Mr Price. As the new Y12 Student-Welfare Coordinator 
(SWC), I would like to take this time to welcome you to your child’s first year 
of the Diploma Programme (DP). Although the children’s summer may not 
have been as exciting as they would have liked, due to travel restrictions, we are 
all quite fortunate to be back to face-to-face learning. 
This academic year not only marks the beginning of the DP for your children but it will 
also be the beginning of new and exciting challenges for them. As parents, I urge you 
to constantly remind your children of two important [personal] tips by which I live: 
taking care of ones-self and seeking help and support whenever the need arises for 
all those things we cannot handle alone. 

Remember that taking care of ourselves includes healthy life-style choices and habits for the mind and body. 
Reminding the children of this will help prepare them to handle the busyness of their personal lives and the 
demands of their studies. We all need help and support with the many challenges and obstacles in life; yes, this 
also includes parents and teachers. 
Students, I urge you to find the right person or the right people to help you, especially during these last two years 
of high-school when you may be exposed to more stress than is normal for you. Academic and emotional 
support is always available to you here at AIS. All you need to do is ask. ”
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“ I wish you a warm welcome back and hope the year is a positive and 
successful one for all the AIS families. As I enter my second year at AIS, I 
take on the role of Year 10 student welfare coordinator, a role which I am very 
excited for.

To the members of our Year 10 AIS community, I look forward to tackling the 
challenges, sharing the experiences and creating lifelong memories that shape us into 
dynamic and global citizens. Together, we will prepare and venture into the first year of 
IGCSE examinations, come up against and overcome academic stresses, and strive 
for balance and wellbeing in our everyday lives.

I enjoy filling my spare time with all types of sport and exercise, delicious local cuisine 
and travelling. ”

“ Greetings to the AIS school community, and especially to the families of 
Year 9. My name is Joseph Brown and I am the Student Welfare Coordinator 
for Year 9. I have been living in Vietnam for approximately four years and have 
been a member of the AIS staff for the past three. 

My area of instruction is English, and I have a real passion for literature and a particular 
interest in creative writing. I also have experience with pastoral care, and I am dedicated 
to teaching students the skills they require for success in life. 

This year promises to be another exciting year of opportunities for the whole AIS 
community and especially Year 9. I’m excited by the various activities planned through 
the pastoral care program and I anticipate this being a wonderful year of personal 
development and holistic growth for the students of Year 9. ”

“ Welcome to the new school year at AIS. My name is Damien Kennedy 
and I am the Student Welfare Coordinator for Year 8. In addition to being a 
Student Welfare Coordinator, I currently teach International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Program subjects of Psychology and Theory of Knowledge. This is my 
third year living in Vietnam. Previously I lived and worked in Taiwan and before that, 
Australia. In my spare time I like travel, riding motorbikes, fishing and watching movies.

I look forward to yet another exciting year at AIS and I wish all the students a productive, 
successful and enjoyable school year. ”

“ Year 7 is a year of transition, growth and personal development. I look 
forward to working with students and their families to help them build a 
strong foundation for their secondary schooling. I am passionate about 
education for young people – I enjoy the vibrancy and enthusiasm that they bring 
to our learning environments.

In my spare time, I am currently completing a Masters in International Education, as 
well as spending weekends exploring all that Vietnam has to offer by bicycle. ”

Year 10
Year 9

Year 8
Year 7

Trent Richardson

Joseph Brown

Damien Kennedy

Casey Stone

SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT WELFARE COORDINATORS 2020-2021
Ben Armstrong- Deputy Principal - Secondary School
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Students from the Australian International School (AIS) are today celebrating one of its best-ever IB Diploma 
results.

Among the school’s top-achievers was Anh-Andrew Tran, who achieved an incredible 43 out of 45 points, and 
Hyeonjun Kim, who was awarded 42 points. Both are now set to attend word-class universities in Australia and 
South Korea. 

IB cancelled the final exams for May 2020 due to the Coronavirus. It used coursework, predicted grades and 
other data to calculate final grades. This led to complaints from many schools worldwide that the results did not 
reflect students’ abilities. IB has now decided to re-calculate the grades and issued new results that are said to 
better reflect students’ work. 

AIS Executive Principal Davina McCarthy said: “We are delighted that the students have now been given the 
results that we feel they deserve. I am pleased to hear that many now have the grades they require to attend 
the world’s leading universities. These results reflect the students’ hard work and also the hard work and 
dedication of our teachers.”

The IB Diploma is the world’s largest and most-respected pre-university course for 16-18 year old’s.

Congratulations
to our International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) 2020 cohort

Mark Beales - IBDP Coordinator
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An AIS heartfelt congratulations to all our examination students. In these exceptionally difficult circumstances our 
students have not only done very well but have shown resilience and perseverance in the face of extraordinary 

uncertainties. Students have achieved results in line with previous school performance despite the challenge of Covid 
and online learning. We are very proud of our students and wish them every success as they begin the next chapter of 
their education.

Additionally , we would also like to congratulate and spotlight our six ‘Straight A students’. 

NGUYEN Khanh Linh: 
• five A* (in Chemistry, Physics, First Language English, English Literature, Geography) and one A grade (Additional Maths)

• to go with an A* in Mathematics and an A in Combined Science that she gained as a Year 10 student

MAI Diem Phuong: 
• five A* grades (in Biology, Chemistry, English as a Second Language, Mathematics, Physics) 

LE Anh Huy:
• four A* (Chemistry, First Language English, English Literature and Physics) and two A grades (Additional Mathematics, Biology)

• to go with an A* in Mathematics and an A in Combined Science that he gained as a Year 10 student

LE Minh Khoa:
• three A* (Additional Maths, Biology, Chemistry) three A grades (First Language English, Geography and English Literature)

• to go with the A* grades in Mathematics and Combined Science that he gained as a Year 10 student

TRIEU Khanh Han: 
• three A* (First Language English, ICT, and English Literature) three A grades (Additional Maths, Art & Design, Biology)

• to go with the A* grades in Mathematics and Combined Science that she gained as a Year 10 student

Heloise ARCHAMBEAUD:
• two A* (English as a Second Language, Global Perspectives) and four A grades (Biology, Chemistry, Geography, 

Mathematics)

The IGCSE qualifications form a solid foundation, developing skills and approaches for the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme (IBDP). AIS looks forward to working with students over the next two years as we support and 
guide them through the IBDP.

About Cambridge

The Cambridge International Curriculum is now taught to almost a million learners, in over 10,000 schools, across 160 

countries. Setting a global standard for education and academic achievement, Cambridge qualifications are accepted 

by every UK university, by 600 universities in the US (including all the Ivy League colleges) and in many other major 

student destinations, such as Canada, Australia, South Africa, Germany and the Netherlands.

Congratulations
Congratulations to our Cambridge International IGCSE 2020 cohort

Mark Vella - IGCSE Coordinator
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THE 2020 PREFECT TEAM
Mark Vella - Deputy Executive and Secondary Principal

One of the important student leadership groups at AIS is the Prefect team. This year’s team, made 
up of nine Year 13 students and three year 12 students, and led by School Captains Nguyen Thai 

Nhu Quynh (Lea) and Tran Gia Bao, are a diverse group of students whose approach to life and work 
at AIS acts as an example to other students in the school. 

Being a prefect is a classic example of what is known as servant leadership. Whether it be through 
assisting with school assemblies, performing playground duties, representing the school at public 
events, running the peer-mentoring programme or taking a prominent role at the school’s open days, 
through their additional efforts and responsibilities our prefects make life at AIS a more positive and 
fulfilling experience for their peers and for the wider AIS community.

Hoang Kim Thu DO Jean Mark NOCETO

Khanh Linh NGUYEN
Phi Long LE

Phuong Anh BUI 
Anna

Samadhi
JAYASURIYA Thai Bao DO

The Prefect team meet with Executive Principal, Ms McCarthy, and Head of Secondary, Mr Vella

Young Jin CHO
Zyle ESTACION
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1) How long have you been at AIS?

I came to AIS when I first entered Secondary. It has been 5 years now.

2) Why did you accept the role of being a Prefect?

During the past few years, I have seen many Pefects who have put in an enormous effort to help the 
school community. Personally, I think that the Prefect is a role model, someone that the students can look 
up to. I believe that a good role model can affect other people around them, as long as they are learning 
from the people around them.

3) What do you hope to achieve as a Prefect? 

As a Prefect, I want to participate more in school events. This gives me more chances to interact with 
more people and build up my confidence. Moreover, as a Prefect, I want to be a person who inspires 
people and makes them have a more enjoyable experience when they are at school.

4) Tell us something surprising/interesting about you.

During my weekends or school breaks, if I have nothing important to do, I will go to my dad’s company 
and work there. Personally, I think that it is one of the best experiences that I have ever had in my life. I 
can understand ‘what is it like to work’. It also inspires me to study harder, as I feel like the time that I have 
spent there was joyful and worth it. 

5) What do you like about AIS? 

When I first arrived at AIS, I was completely new to the concept of an ‘international school’. At that time, 
everything was strange and terrifying to me. However, my friends and teachers have helped me a lot to 
make me blend in with the school. That is the thing that I truly appreciate. Everyone in the AIS community 
is extremely friendly and kind-hearted.

6) If you could have a superpower, what would it be and why?

If I could have a super-power, I would want to understand everyone around me. Being able to read other 
people’s minds, I will know their difficulties, the problems that they are facing. If I could 
help them out, even for a little bit, I think that it would make them feel better. 

2020 – 2021
PREFECTS

PHI LONG LE
(YEAR 12)

The Leader  ¡  August 2020 13



1) How long have you been at AIS?

I’ve been at AIS for 9 years, since 2012.

2) Why did you accept the role of being a Prefect?

Being a part of a group that can help out in the AIS community without getting much glory is extremely 
self-rewarding for me. I want to help out behind the scenes at school events and being a Prefect gives 
me an opportunity to do more in my time at AIS. 

3) What do you hope to achieve as a Prefect?

I hope to make people’s lives a bit easier in their time at AIS, whether it’s through helping parents and 
assisting teachers during Parent-Teacher conferences, or helping some Year 7 students get more 
comfortable in their classes.

4) Tell us something surprising / interesting about you.

I used to do taekwondo!

5) What do you like about AIS? 

Being at AIS has given me the opportunity to be able to interact with some teachers that have made an 
overwhelmingly positive impact on my experience here. 

6) If you could have a superpower, what would it be and why?

Teleportation. I want traffic to be a thing of the past and I’d love to teleport to London in a blink of an eye.

2020 – 2021
PREFECTS

LINH 
NGUYEN 

(YEAR 12)

The Leader  ¡  August 2020 14



1) How long have you been at AIS?

This is my 6th year at AIS.

2) Why did you accept the role of being a Prefect?

I like helping my peers and being a mentor for younger children.

3) What do you hope to achieve as a Prefect? 

I hope to become a better leader, especially for the students in the younger year levels. The main message 
I hope to send is to not be afraid to ask for help or guidance as there will always be somebody there who 
is ready to help.

4) Tell us something surprising / interesting about you.

I’m a very active and out-going person. I love playing sports - especially tennis. I enjoy reading and 
creating art in my spare time. 

5) What do you like about AIS?

AIS is a great community of students, teachers and even parents. I like that there is always someone who 
you can look to for help. You get a sense of warmth and welcoming. I remember feeling this when I first 
started secondary here.

6) If you could have a superpower, what would it be and why?

To give prosperity to people who need it since there are so many adults & children who live in inadequate 
conditions. If I had this power, I would take as much of people’s sufferings as I can.

2020 – 2021
PREFECTS

SAMADHI 
JAYAMPATHIGE 

(YEAR 12)
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1) How long have you been at AIS?

I’ve been at AIS for all of my life, from when I was in pre-school when we were merged with AIS. 

2) Why did you accept the role of being a Prefect?

I wanted to be a Prefect because I wanted to be enabled to help others. I also wanted to be a part of a 
committee of like-minded individuals who are all committed to helping the school. 

3) What do you hope to achieve as a Prefect?

I would like to influence the younger years, I hope that they see us as role models and aim to implement 
some of our actions as prefect and surpass them. 

4) Tell us something surprising / interesting about you.

Both of my parents come from small towns in the Philippines, but they have both achieved a comfortable 
lifestyle here in Vietnam. I’m extremely proud to be their son and hope that I can improve my life for them 
as they did for me. 

5) What do you like about AIS? 

The most appealing thing about AIS to me is that we have so many teachers who have been at the school 
for the same length of time as I, and because of that there’s an enhanced feeling of community between 
the students and teachers. 

6) If you could have a superpower, what would it be and why?

To be honest, I would love to have the ability to have a profound effect on anyone that I meet. I have a 
great deal of pride for my actions and although sometimes I get temperamental I would feel extremely 
grateful to keep myself calm and humble.

2020 – 2021
PREFECTS

ZYLE 
ESTACION 
(YEAR 13)
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AIS made history when it was the first premium school in Vietnam to open a state of the art residential facility. 
The students live harmoniously in an environment where academic diligence is promoted, diversity is celebrated 
and young people are supported in becoming responsible and respectful adults. 

The provision equips boarders with the skills required to overcome challenges and embrace all opportunities 
while being conscious of making a positive contribution to our world. 

Located in one of Asia’s greatest cities, the Boarding House provides a safe and supportive environment for 
students to learn, develop and explore all that Ho Chi Minh City and the surrounding area has to offer.

AIS BOARDING
Suzette and Alan Bradfield - Boarding Supervisors
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This week the Primary classes have been focusing on the Learner Profiles. The aim of the learner profiles is to 
develop internationally minded people who want to look after our planet and help to create a better and more 

peaceful world. IB communities strive to be: Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, 
Open-Minded, Caring, Risk-Takers, Balanced and Reflective. 

PYP NEWS - LEARNER PROFILES
Leanne Raeside - PYP Coordinator

Kindergarten were painting pictures of their 
understanding of CARING

The Year 5s were making connections with all the learner profiles
The Year 5s were making connections with all 

the learner profiles

Hello, my name is Kate Roberts and I am the new school counsellor at AIS.  I am an 
advanced practitioner in Systemic Family Therapy and have 8 years of experience 
working with young people and their families.  The role of a school counsellor is to 
support the social and emotional learning needs of students so that they are able to 
manage the various difficulties that arise both in school and in their personal life and 
enable them to achieve a healthy balance academically, socially and emotionally.

A student can either drop into see me in my office, located next to the nurse’s office, 
or book an appointment by emailing me at kate.roberts@aisvietnam.com or via 
Teams.  If a teacher is concerned then they may also refer a student directly to me.

Please encourage your child to come and speak with me if there is anything they are worried about, alternatively 
please feel free to contact me directly if you have a concern.

INTRODUCING THE NEW SCHOOL COUNSELLOR
Kate Roberts - Counsellor
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The performing arts department would like to extend a big jazz hands welcome 
back to all our parents and students. We are so excited to start making music 

and performing again after a long summer break. There are been some 
significant changes to the department at the beginning of this year and some 

exciting performance opportunities coming up for the students.

The cast of this year’s school show have been working hard to prepare for the upcoming 
performance of Mamma Mia! They even turned up to an all-day Saturday rehearsal before school 
had even started! Such amazing dedication! The dates for the school show are November 13th and 14th 
- details of how to buy tickets will be coming out soon.

The IB DP music program has had a dramatic and exciting overhaul. The new course inspires 
learners not only to be responsible but also motivates them to be efficient and creative 
individuals. A significant advantage of the new IB Curriculum is that it incorporates not 
only the cultures and music traditions of the past but also the cultural context and 
technology achievements in music made through the 21st century. This is particularly 
important for future university learners and performing artists. The course gives 
learners the opportunity to develop a life-long love of music and also gives practical, 
transferable research, organization and critical thinking skills.

In Years 7-10 we have had a great start to our music program and will be integrating music 
technology and instrumental tuition into this year’s curriculum and students will get the chance 
to learn an instrument from the Concert Band family (brass, woodwind and percussion). In light of the 
current climate the music department would like to inform you how we intend to disinfect our mouthpieces 
so they are as safe as possible for students to use. The concert band program is an incredible opportunity 
for the students and we want to make sure that our students are as safe as possible when they are using 
the instrument. A detailed letter will be sent out to parents explaining the process and photos are included 
here to show our current routines.

Music clubs and bands will be back in full swing from Monday 24th August. If 
you want your child to join one of the school ensembles please get them to 
check the notices to find out what is available and contact Mr Burstow or 
Mr Agafonov for more details. We also have a new performance 
opportunity at AIS “AIS Open Mic Lunch!” Once every two weeks we 
will set up a stage in the cafeteria and any solo instrument, singer or 

ensemble can sign up to perform some songs for the AIS community. 

The Performing Arts Team

MUSIC NEWS
Colin Burstow - Subject Coordinator – Music
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Writing is something we all have to learn. 

As babies, we speak and listen without being taught – it just comes naturally.  

Reading and writing, however, are skills that we have to work on in order to improve. At AIS, the 
focus in the past year has been on improving writing levels among all students. 

One of the most important factors in learning is having parents who are engaged and supportive, 
and we are fortunate at AIS to have such a great community of parents. 

This article will therefore give you some simple tips and ideas for how to help your child improve 
their levels of writing in English. If you have any questions, please email mark.beales@aisvietnam.
com 

1)  If you want to write well, you need to read well. 

Research strongly suggests that the more a child reads, this will improve their writing. Reading 
helps us gain new vocabulary and subconsciously understand grammatical structures. Your child 
should aim to read for a short time each day (how long depends on their age and level). Students 
should read something they enjoy, and it should be a level slightly above where they are now. As 
a general rule, if there are more than 10 words on a page that a student doesn’t know, the book 
may be too hard for them.  

2)  Don’t let Google do all the work 

Some students use Google Translate when they write. The problem with this is a) Google Translate 
is far from perfect and b) it doesn’t help students improve. It is far better for a student to make 
mistakes and learn from them, than to rely on Google Translate (which nearly always also make 

errors).  

3)  Have Targets 

We encourage students to reflect on the work they have done so that they can 
improve.  

Your child should be able to identify areas of their writing where they are confident, 
and also areas where they could improve. When students get feedback from 
teachers, they should look at this and reflect on it before doing any new writing. For 
example, if a student forgets to use paragraphs, this should be a clear target for 
their next piece of work. 

How to boost your child’s writing
Mark Beales - IBDP Coordinator
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Welcome to a new year of sport at AIS! Some very exciting new developments to our sport programme this 
year:

• Partnerships with Saigon VBC (volleyball), Juventus football academy and Vita tennis academy.

• New SISAC league format (u13/15/19) – round robin league matches (D2 schools only) followed by 
district then city championships.

• New Titans sport webpage on the AIS website: https://www.aisvietnam.com/ais-sport-programme/

• New AIS Titans FB page that is embedded in the AIS website: sign in, ‘Like’ and follow us! https://
www.facebook.com/aistitans

• UNIFORMS! We have new uniforms for the following u19 teams – volleyball, basketball and football. 
They can be purchased at the sport office (F11)

• New TITANS training shirts (for students, parents and coaches) to wear for practices, warmups and 
supporting sideline! Only 250,000vnd. Purchase at the sport office.

Autumn season timeline

• Aug 24 – practices start

• Sep 7 – Oct 23 - League matches and friendlies

• Oct 26-30: Tournament week – U13/15/19

• Nov 2-6: Tournament week – u11

ASAC (Asean Sports and Activities Conference)

• AIS has become an ‘affiliate’ member of this international sporting conference.

• U14 and u19 sports – volleyball, football and basketball

• An 8-member conference with schools from Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand and Cambodia.

• A fantastic opportunity for our top Titan athletes to compete internationally at a high level.

Best of luck to all our athletes. Fingers crossed for a smooth and disruption-free year of sports!  

TITANS SPORT 2020/21
Matthew Washer - Athletic Director
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CAS stands for Creativity, Activity and Service—three pillars the IB considers essential for a healthy, happy, 
and balanced life.

This year, CAS welcomes a new Coordinator, Ms. Lynette Hutting, from the English Department, where she 
has been teaching IBDP English B for the past three years. She is excited to be working with this year’s DP 
1 students and watching them grow and develop through their CAS Experiences and Projects. Participating 
in CAS offers students a chance to discover new interests and passions while extending and developing 
current ones. CAS encourages students to have fun and stay fit—physically and mentally. It is very important 
for IB students to balance the Diploma’s academic demands with healthy activities for mind, body and spirit.

Over the summer break, many CAS students completed their month-long Projects. Banh Chi Hieu and Le 
Tuan Hung collaborated on a Service Project to raise awareness about the plight of the elderly homeless in 
District Five. The students conducted fundraisers to purchase and deliver meals to the homeless. Most 
people—especially those from the West—believe that the elderly in Asia are cared for within families and that 
homelessness is not an issue for them. The boys’ Project opened their eyes and highlighted the reality of the 
situation. Hieu and Hung completed their Project by sharing their experiences with the incoming Year 12 
students. This is just one example of many that shows how AIS students are learning and helping their 
communities through CAS.

CAS SPOTLIGHT
Lynette Hutting - CAS Coordinator, English Teacher
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NOW WITH
BOARDING

Thu Thiem Campus, 264 Mai Chi Tho, An Phu Ward, District 2, HCMC, Vietnam

www.aisvietnam.com1900 6940 enrolments@aisvietnam.com
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