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Ms Davina McCarthy

From the 
Executive
Principal
Dear Parents and Friends of AIS

Happy New Year to you all. I hope 2021 brings you much prosperity, good health, and happiness. 
As we prepare for the new year it is always good to reflect on achievement and gains and I would 
like to let you know about some of the projects that our marvellous building and admin staff have 
been working on over the winter break. Parents’ and student feedback, as well as staff consultations, 
has resulted in several ways to make the school look and work better in terms of our learning 
environment. Over the break we have focused on two areas. Firstly, Cherry Blossom campus: we 
have relocated the uniform shop, the cashier workspace, the storeroom and the changing room 
upstairs in the main block. We have created a new first aid space and a new parent reception area. 
In addition, many of our support teachers across the campus received first aid training, which was 
held at school during the Holidays.

We have redecorated the Art room and continued working on the library as well as the general 
fixings and deep cleanings that happen throughout the break. At Thu Thiem, our focus was on the 
canteen area. We have relocated the top up desk for easier student access and less congestion, 
and we have added more cafe style tables and chairs, painted and added greenery to the canteen 
area. We have created an additional student wellbeing space for games and relaxation, which will 
be facilitated by CAS projects and supported by our CAS coordinator, Ms Lynette Hutting, and our 
school counsellor, Ms Kate Roberts. We are also piloting new fans to make the area cooler during 
the canteen service time. Importantly, we will continue to review and monitor improvements that we 
can make to student spaces and I would like to thank the Prefects and the SRC for their survey and 
feedback to our SLT on ideas for improvements.

In our continued effort to celebrate our Australian connection, the students at Cherry Blossom are 
going to be working on an Australian mural this term and we hope to have it in place by Tet. During 
the break Mr Julian Carroll and I had the pleasure of visiting the RMIT campus in district 7 and 
having lunch with the current chancellor, Mr Rick Bennett. We were also fortunate to be invited to 
the Australian consulate’s Christmas celebration by Ms Julianne Cowley, where we met parents 
and community members with strong Australian Vietnamese connections. It was wonderful to hear 
about people’s unique stories and journeys and I hope we will be fortunate this year to invite some 
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guests and visiting speakers to talk to and inspire our students. Alongside that community, we 
have many former students who have achieved great success and we are creating a new Facebook 
page to reach out to our former students; our AIS alumni. Ms Thi Duong will post the page and 
post news for all our community to read. We want to hear their stories and news about what has 
happened to them since leaving AIS. If you are an alumnus, please do keep in touch.

I look forward to the start of the new year and the build up to Tet festivities and learning about this 
celebration. I would just like to remind our community that we still need to be vigilant and safe 
regarding covid-19. The usual protocols will remain in place for the time being so please do stay 
safe and, importantly, keep us informed of anything that affects your family which might then have 
repercussions for the school community. We are most fortunate to be here in Vietnam when most 
of the world is unable to go about its day-to-day business and we need to remain responsible and 
keep everyone safe.

Lastly. I would like to thank Mr Ian Osberg and his team for a very successful Winter School and a 
special mention is due for Mr Nam and Ms Chi for all their efforts improving the school campuses 
during the break. I hope parents get an opportunity when visiting for Parent- Teacher- Student 
meetings to see some of the new and improved spaces here at AIS.

Very happy to welcome Ms Julianne Cowley to AIS for our primary assembly and to meet staff.
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UNIVERSITY 
COUNSELLING IN 
THE COVID ERA

Mark Vella - Deputy Executive and Secondary Principal

Fortunately, by the time the COVID pandemic struck in February 2020, most of the annual visits from university 
representatives and the major university fairs held in HCMC had taken place, and our graduating students had 

either already made their applications and received university offers or had selected a short-list of universities and were 
well prepared to make their applications. 

However, since then university counselling has taken a very different form compared to previous years. With international 
travel halted for the foreseeable future, large gatherings being banned for most of 2020, and schools ‘closing their 
gates’ to outside visitors, student engagement with universities and their representative has been almost entirely online. 

Universities responded very quickly, offering live and recorded webinars, virtual campus online Q & A 
sessions and ‘meet and greet’ sessions with their faculty, while counselling organisations, both here 
and overseas, organised live but virtual university fairs involving universities from around the word. 
With Office 365 Teams in place as our main online communication channel at AIS, I was easily able to 
push out information about these opportunities using the University Counselling Team that we operate 
for Year 12 and 13 students. This coincided with the adoption of Unifrog as the school’s powerful, 

online university counselling platform during Semester 1 (see my October 2020 newsletter article for details re. Unifrog). 

Ironically, the COVID pandemic has made it easier for students to connect more deeply and widely with universities than 
ever before. Nevertheless, there is no real substitute for face-to-face, one-on-one engagement with a university 
representative. And because Vietnam has done such a magnificent job in combatting and eliminating COVID, recently 
we have had a small number of in-person visits from universities that have representatives 
based in Vietnam, and last week were able to go forward with the single biggest event 
on the annual AIS counselling calendar, the ATS University Fair. Approximately 25 
tertiary institutions were represented at the fair, most of them from Australia which 
remains the single most important university destination for our students. 

This was the first real opportunity for many of our Year 11 and 12 students to experience talking to university representatives, 
listening to what they have to say and asking questions; a process that every student at AIS goes through. For our Year 
13 students who intend to study in Australia this was an excellent opportunity to find out the sort of information that they 

need to help them decide which 
institutions they will ultimately apply to, 
and to take advantage of a number of 
Scholarships that were on offer. 

Hopefully with vaccines becoming 
available and the Vietnamese 
government looking at resuming 
international flights, we may see more 
events like the ATS Fair taking place 
later in the year.

ATS Fair 2021 – This was the first university fair for most of our Year 11 & 12 students
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Julian Carroll - Primary and Kindergarten Principal

Message from the Primary 
& Kindergarten Principal 

In this newsletter I’d like to tell you a little about our national day, which is coming up on January 26th.

Australia Day is the official day of Australia. It is recognised as the day that the First Fleet of British ships landed at 
Port Jackson in New South Wales. Governor Arthur Phillip raised the flag of Great Britain at Sydney Cove in 1788 
on Terra Australis and European settlement began. While this event undoubtedly had a significant impact on the 
development of Australia, the day is controversial for some Australians, as they believe that it isn’t a day of celebration 
for the nation’s first (indigenous) peoples. The story of Australia is unique and this day is one where the nation can 
celebrate its achievements and most importantly, its people.

While Australians are not typically patriotic, January 26th as well as ANZAC Day on 25th April, are days when most  
Australians celebrate their culture and what it is to be Australian. Local government councils hold citizenship 
ceremonies all over the country and people participate in an event where men, women and children from all over 
the world officially become Australian citizens. The Australian flag is prominent on this day and can feature attached 
to cars and on t-shirts, hats, bathers and thongs (or flip flops or jandals as some people call them)!

The day is marked in many ways across Australia but typically families and/or friends gather together to have an 
Aussie Barbeque (BBQ). This feast typically consists of steak, bangers (or sausages), hamburgers, seafood and a 
range of salads along with Australian beer. Groups meet in parks, beaches or in people’s homes for this occasion. 
A game of cricket in the backyard or on the beach might be on the agenda at some stage in the afternoon. Our 
family will usually have a meal with friends on this day.

Australian musical artists and bands feature prominently and are played on the radio and at events on 26th January. 
The sounds of INXS, Midnight Oil, ACDC, John Farnham, Daryl Braithwaite, Birds of Tokyo, Powderfinger and Cold 
Chisel are heard throughout the suburbs.

January 26 is in the middle of summer and so it is not unusual for the day to be hot and there may be bushfires 
burning somewhere in Australia. The famed Australian Tennis Open normally occurs at this time in Melbourne and 
there is usually an international day/night cricket match in one of the major cities. Australians love their sport.

Towards the end of the day there will be fireworks and music performances held at numerous venues across the nation. 

This year at AIS we will be holding a special Primary Assembly at Thu Thiem and Thao Dien on 26th January to 
acknowledge Australia Day.

Finally, from 2006-2013 I had the privilege of being the Head of 
The Preparatory School of The Geelong College in regional 
Victoria. Recently, my reflections of life in Vietnam and musings 
about my exciting role here at AIS were featured on the College’s 
Magazine ‘Ad Astra’ on page 56. If you are interested in reading 
the article the link is: https://issuu.com/geelongcollege/docs/
ad_astra_december_2020_singles/2?ff
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BUILDING LEARNING HABIT 
THROUGH LEARNING REFLECTION

Written by Vi Hoang - AIS Parent
December 2020

What are the aspirations for our children when they leave school? Have you ever asked that question? To me, that 
question was the starting point for me to consider international education for my children.

An international Cambridge or IB school has a set of attributes to build for a learner profile. They build and develop a 
learner who are confident, inquisitive, responsible, reflective, innovative and so on. The purpose of building these 
attributes is to develop the most highly desirable habits in which helps to inspire a student’s love of learning. We are 
living in an era of globalization and the Fourth Industrial Revolution in which everyone must continuously learn new skills. 
All of us, as we are growing up, went through a linear progression from learning at schools to learning in working 
environments. Therefore, we will now have to move to a continuum of lifelong learning, which means we have to be 
lifelong learners.

Engaging students in their own learning and active learning helps to build the love of learning for our children. As 
parents, we can encourage our children to reflect on their learning, so they can articulate where they are in the learning 
process, and plan, and control their learning strategies. Learning reflection becomes an inevitable session of our family 
in each term break. Here are a few tips I want to share from our learning reflection session:

• Encourage our children to read the report by themselves first. Then read the report card together with our children.
• Ask our children to share their thoughts about the grade & comments in the report. By doing this, our children are 

confident in self-evaluation of their learning progress and can propose improvement ideas for the next term. Praise 
the children for all of their efforts and good achievements.

• Ask our children where they are having difficulties in learning at school and learning at home
• Discuss with our children about any changes in their study plan at school and at home in which our children think 

is relevant and possible.
• Expand the discussion with our children not only on academic goals but also on important attributes set by year 

level’s teacher such as: resilience, independence, responsibility and so on.

Learning reflection is an opportunity for parents to truly connect with children’s learning. Therefore, we treat this session 
as a two-way discussion, sharing feedback, giving advice & recommendation rather than a judging session. As a result 
of this, our children really enjoy this session and it becomes a habit for each of term break and part of their learning 
journey.

2020 is an unprecedented year which leads to 
the new normal in every aspects of our lives. We 
are living in the unknown future context. Therefore, 
building the skill of life-long learning is one of the 
important aspirations we should set for our 
children.

We are at last days of 2020 – a very tough year 
but promising as vaccines are in on the way. 
Wishing our world, a better 2021 ahead.
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SPELLING BEE
Beth Wills - Primary and Kindergarten Deputy Principal

Thu Thiem Spelling Bee 2021 was a huge success.  This year 
we had close to 100 students enter the first written answer 

round which also counted as a house competition. Congratulations 
to Pegasus for having the most entries this year.
The top six spellers from Year 2/3 and Year 4/5/6 then went 
through to the final which was held on Tuesday the 19th January.
In Year 2/3, our finalists were Tien Dat, Selena and Yi Ning from 
3IOS and Hyowon, Penny and Grace from 3MHI.
The Year 4/5/6 finalists were CK, Thomas and Didier from 6ABR, 
Chi Phuong and Truc Minh from 6LHA and Lilian from 4PHO.
In the final round, they had to stand in front of an audience and 
correctly spell words out loud. A very nerve-wracking experience!
Well done to Thomas (6ABR) and Tien Dat (3IOS) for being our 
overall champions.  A huge achievement, well done boys.
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Students from AIS have been rewarded for their acts of 
kindness. AIS has launched its first IB Learner Profile 

awards to recognise various qualities among our IB students.

The IB Learner Profile has 10 qualities: Inquirers, 
Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-
minded, Caring, Risk-takers, Balanced, and Reflective.  Each 
month the school will focus on one of these. For the first 
month, we asked teachers to nominate students who had 
been especially Caring.

The Year 12 winner was Pham, Vo Van Khanh (Amy). Amy 
has taken on a leadership role in our new boarding facilities. 
She also wrote an article about tutoring other boarders and 
how this has helped develop her friendships with others.

In Year 13, Aoi Shigemitsu and Elizabeth Park were both awarded certificates. Aoi has been especially caring in 
classes with helping others, while Elizabeth has been helping develop a website for teenagers in Vietnamese.

IB Diploma Coordinator Mark Beales said: “We feel it’s important to recognise not only our high academic standards 
but also other qualities, such as being caring and considerate to those around us.”

“It was great to be able to highlight such great examples of caring from within our own AIS community.”

Caring students from AIS have donated clothing to a flood-hit part of Vietnam. IB Diploma students wanted to 
help other children from central Vietnam who were affected by recent floods. As part of their Creativity, Activity, 

Service (CAS) work, they raised funds for some new T-shirts, designed them, and then arranged them to send them 
to a junior school. Students responded by writing several thank you letters. 

Mark Beales, IB Diploma Coordinator, said: “An important part of the IB Diploma is helping students take on 
leadership roles and show empathy towards their community. These students achieved both these goals brilliantly 
with this project. We are very proud of them and very happy to help other students in need.”

LEARNER PROFILE AWARDS

T-SHIRT DONATIONS

by Mark Beales - IBDP Coordinator
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PYP NEWS
COLLABORATION AT AIS
Leanne Raeside - PYP Coordinator

To collaborate means:
• Everyone depends on each other to get the job done
• All members of the team are responsible

• Understanding develops or changes because of the 
collaboration

Collaboration helps the students to:
• Be open towards other people’s perspectives
• Listen to ideas that are different to their own
• Respect the contribution of others in the inquiry

• Appreciate debate and discussion
• Help others

Collaboration is very important at AIS and is practiced in many ways. Students collaborate with each other in their 
own classes. Different year levels buddy up and collaborate on similar inquiry projects, and teachers collaborate 
with each other for planning and decision making. Here are some examples of collaboration in action at AIS.

Year 6 and Year 2 working 
together to create the slowest 
marble run. 

Year 3 children were teaching the kindergarten children about weather.

Year 5 and Year 4 combined their learning about exploration and 
migration to design and create a vehicle that could travel to Mars. 

The Year 4s were sharing their 
computer skills with the Year 1s. 

Year 5 and Year 1 were 
inquiring into a topic of 
their choice together. 

Year 3 and Kindergarten 
enjoyed a teddy bear’s picnic to 
share stories.

The Leader  ¡  January 2021 9



Year 3 Thu Thiem students have been inquiring into how weather and climate influences the way people live. 
On Wednesday 9th December 2020, students showcased their knowledge and learning in a mini exhibition. 

Students presented information booklets, dioramas, posters, artwork and interactive games to demonstrate their 
understanding of the unit. This was a wonderful celebration of the inquiry that happened throughout the unit.

YEAR 3 EXHIBITION
Megan Hills - Primary Teacher
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MUSIC NEWS
Colin Burstow - Music Teacher (Secondary)

We have had a very musical start to the year at AIS. Getting our classes back up and running and looking forward to a 
busy time with lots of performances and some new exciting ensemble opportunities for all our young musicians at AIS!

We finished last year with a brilliant performance by the students that featured some amazing solos and big ensemble 
numbers. The IB music class showcased their diverse talent with some beautiful sung numbers from Michelle Nong, 
Tien Phat Phan and Phi Long Le and an amazing Violin solo from Venice Koo accompanied by our talented music 
teacher Mr Agafonov. Our IGCSE class also showed off their skills with a Saxophone solo from Kaho Yamaguchi 
fantastically accompanied by another talented IGCSE student SeEun Moon. 

Our concert also included performances from our two rock bands and the Senior Concert Band as well as a special 
performance from the AIS staff band who got us all in the Christmas spirit with their rendition of “All I Want For 
Christmas” which included AIS’s very own Mariah Carey Thao Dau taking lead vocals, with the newly formed AIS Sings! 
Choir giving excellent backing vocals. A fantastic way to end the year!

Looking forward we have some very exciting events coming up. The schools rock band will be taking part in Ho Chi 
Minh City’s Battle of the Bands at the Hard Rock Café on Saturday 31st January 5pm. They will be competing against 
five other international schools to thrash out who will take home the coveted guitar trophy and win the chance to 
perform a full set back at the Hard Rock to a paying audience!

The Senior Concert Band will be heading over to the HCMC Conservatory of Music to perform at the annual Saimuse 
charity concert on Saturday 27th February 4pm. We have been working hard preparing some challenging pieces for 
the concert and the students are very excited about playing in another prestigious venue in HCMC. 

If you would like to come to any of the concerts above please get in touch with Mr Burstow at colin.burstow@aisvietnam.
com for further details of how to get tickets.

If you would like you child to be part of one of our fantastic ensembles, please look at the list of clubs we offer at recess, 
lunch and afterschool. If any of them catch your eye please get in touch via the email address above. 

Monday
Recess – Jr Rock Band – Open to all
ASA – Year 7 Concert Band – Open to all year 7’s
Tuesday
Recess – Jazz Band – Open to all
ASA – Year 9 Concert Band – Open to all year 9’s
Wednesday
Recess – AIS Sings! – Open to all
ASA – Year 8 Concert Band – Open to all year 8’s
Thursday
Recess – Snr Rock Band – Please contact Mr Burstow if 
you would like to be considered for this ensemble.
ASA – Senior Concert Band – Please contact Mr Burstow 
to arrange an audition.
Friday
Lunch – Taiko Japanese Drumming Ensemble – Open to all
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WINTER SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Ian Osberg - Winter School Coordinator

Winter School ran from December 14th, 2020 to December 31st, 2020. This year we welcomed 109 children. 
Most children who attended were from Xi, Lotus, CB, and Thu Thiem campuses, with a few children who 

had joined from other international schools around Ho Chi Minh City.

The focus of Winter School was to provide an engaging, yet fun, curriculum. Each week there were topics that 
children focused on. Topics included the human body, healthy lifestyles, celebrations around the world, and 
changes from the past, present, future, and much more. These topics also allowed students to explore and 
inquire about sustainable development goals such as good health, well-being, and equality.

In addition to themed work, the children participated in STEM, art, music, drama, P.E., ICT, and library activities. 
For the holidays, the children were able to decorate Christmas cookies. They were also treated to eating canapes. 
One last surprise was having Juventus Academy Vietnam come and organise a football session with primary and 
secondary classes.

The teachers planned many interesting lessons and activities over the three-week period. It was wonderful to 
have the opportunity to watch the children work together in small groups, demonstrate their creativity, and use 
multiple learning skills. Most importantly, it was wonderful watching the children enjoy themselves.
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‘TIS THE SPORTS DAY SEASON
Matthew Washer - Athletic Director

December is our big month for House/Sports Days. Three in total - Year 1-3, 4-6 and secondary. Each day 
has a different focus, depending on the Year level.

Year 1-3: Fun and active participation-based activities building on the skills developed in Physical Education 
classes.
Year 4-6: A fun and competitive House sports day with 3 main activities (basketball, relay races and football) 
followed by inter-House tug-of-war.

• 1st - Sphinx
• 2nd - Griffin

• 3rd - Pegasus
• 4th - Phoenix

Secondary: A variety of fun, competitive and inclusive activities (sporting and non-sporting). 9 stations in total 
with an overall winning House that wins the House Day trophy!
Secondary results:

• 1ST - GRIFFIN - 335
• 2ND - SPHINX - 331

• 3RD - PHOENIX - 307
• 4TH - PEGASUS - 287

Sports/House Days are an excellent opportunity for a school to build community spirit. Physical activity and 
friendly competition encourages students to come together to work for a common cause in a healthy, inclusive 
environment.
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SAIGON INTERNATIONAL FLOOR 
HOCKEY INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT

Elias (Year 6 student at CB and twice winning goal scorer)

At the end of last term, both AIS Cherry Blossom and Thu Thiem campuses competed in the second annual 
Saigon International Floor Hockey tournament, hosted by ISHCMC. Having won the tournament last year, we 

were eager to retain the trophy.

When we arrived at ISHCMC we were given information about the tournament. There were six teams in total and 
we were split into two conferences.

In my conference, first it was AIS CB A against ISHMC BLUE. It was a close match and we tied. Then we played 
against AIS TT A and won. In the other conference, it was AIS CB B against TT B and after that AIS CB A got a 
bye and went to the semi-final (which means they didn’t have to play the next round. The second team that got a 
bye was ISHMC BLUE).

It was time for the semi-final so we walked up to the gym again and saw who was going in the semi-final. The 
teams going in the semi-final were AIS CB A, AIS CB B, ISHMC WHITE and ISHMC BLUE. It was AIS CB B 
against TT A and they won. Then it was the final it was AIS CB A against ISHMC WHITE and we also tied! But it 
was the final so we had to finish with a winner so we took one player off each team every minute until there was 
a result. Finally, when it was 3 against 3, Kim had a free pass and she passed it to Elias and Elias scored! 

We settled down and the coaches gave a presentation about the second annual hockey competition. Then they 
announced the winners and it was AIS CB A and now you can see the trophy near Mr. Jay’s office at Cherry 
Blossom.

The students would like to thank Ms Hills and Mr Maher for coaching us and taking us to the tournament.
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YEAR 3 TRIP TO SNOWTOWN
 Jeremy Maher - Teacher (Primary)

Supporting our current unit of inquiry, “How the World Works” (where Year 3 has learnt about climate zones and 
their impacts on weather and daily life), our students were treated with a trip to Snowtown. This District 2 facility 

transported us out of the tropics and into the polar zone.  

Students felt firsthand the dry, cold climate helping to produce snow and experienced movement in these conditions, 
including the fun of tobogganing, and need for waterproof, warm clothing. 

Having built up our weather vocabulary and learnt about the different climate zones on Earth, including differences in 
seasonality around the world, we last week focused on the polar climate zone. At Snowtown, our students got to feel 
the polar difference to where we live and the lives we lead. 

Snowtown was a perfect way for us to experience what we were learning about and we got to have a lot of fun too. 
Bonus! 
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AUSTRALIA DAY 
by Zion Mitchell

My name is Zion Mitchell and I was fortunate enough to 
find safe haven to Australia after leaving Vietnam in 

1974 literally arriving on the doorstep in a cardboard box. 

The Hercules plane left Vietnam Saigon HCMC for 
Thailand and it was from here that Qantas accepted to 
take the 300 orphan babies to Australia.  

Brian Leary was the head steward and got a last-minute phone call to see if he would take on the responsibility of 
looking after all of these babies for the flight. He accepted the responsibility and finished his drink in a café in Thailand. 

“It was like a ghost plane. Usually when entering a plane, you see faces, but on this flight the babies were all under 
the seats and no faces could be seen.” Said Brian Leary 

When arriving in Perth the babies were given out and were gone from his care within minutes. Every year he wrote a 
Christmas card to the babies wishing them, love, health, wealth and happiness where ever they may be. 

I met Brian for the first time and he and I wept. The tears were full of happiness and gratitude as he was relieved that 
I found safety and love, but more importantly for myself to say thanks for his generosity and kindness in the time of 
need back in 1974. 

“The war brings out the best and worst of human nature. This was the best.” Said Brian wiping away happy tears. 
Brian was also a war veteran in Vietnam. 

Qantas celebrate their 50th Anniversary with their ambassador Mr John Travolta who is a pilot himself. On this very 
prestigious and special occasion on This Is Your Life TV show it was a celebration of how Australia willingly opened 
its arms to welcome, save and accept the orphan babies from Vietnam.  

If it wasn’t for Qantas and Australia offering refuge life would have been very dim for the orphans of war. 

“Tonight, is not about me and my movies, but about the orphans of 
war and humanity.” Said John Travolta as were conversed in 
conversation back of house before being on TV. 

John was such a friendly, warm, and nurturing individual who I was 
so privileged to meet. 

On this prestigious night the many icons of Australia were present 
and to celebrate the diverse community that Australia has to offer. 

There is not a day that I am grateful for life, but more importantly gratitude for Australia giving me love and refuge. My 
life would not have been as lovely if it wasn’t for Australia. 

“The lucky country and I still call Australia home.” 
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100,000VND per session per child

Huyen.Nguyen@aisvietnam.com (Xi campus)
Thanh.Do@aisvietnam.com (Thao Dien campus)

Xi Campus: 
   Every Wednesday
   8:30 - 10:00am

Lotus Campus: 
   Every Thursday
   8:30 - 10:00am

For parents and toddlers aged 12 to 36 months

Brigh� Sparks
toddler group

Register Now
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NOW WITH
BOARDING

Thu Thiem Campus, 264 Mai Chi Tho, An Phu Ward, District 2, HCMC, Vietnam

www.aisvietnam.com1900 6940 enrolments@aisvietnam.com
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