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PARTNERS IN EDUCATION



Ms Davina McCarthy

From the 
Executive
Principal
“Parents are the ultimate role models for children. Every word, movement, and action has an effect. 
No other person or outside force has a greater influence on a child than the parent.” Bob Keeshan, 

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

I would very much like to take the opportunity afforded by this month’s newsletter to express my deep 
appreciation of the AIS parent community. I would like to acknowledge that this has been a difficult time, 
post-covid and with probably the least amount of contact within the school, for all our school community. 
Many of you will not have had the chance to see your child’s classroom or meet their teachers face-to-
face. You have often had to be patient while our teaching colleagues have started the new school year. 
Celebrations and social events that are such an enjoyable part of the school year have all been on hold. 
Of course, many of the same systems and practices have affected the wider community, in our social and 
work lives it does seem a particularly long time since our world was normal.

In some ways, HCMC and Vietnam are in an enviable position. Schools have opened and stayed open 
due to the safety guidelines in place. Students and staff feel safe and supported, ready to be successful 
this year and, although it is by no means a normal school year, we do have our friends, colleagues and a 
sense of community to help us move ahead. Parents have, inevitably, been somewhat on the outside of 
this so, as AIS begins to welcome them back into school, I want to say how very welcome it is to have 
you back.

I am confident, as we go forward, that your parent-teacher meetings will help you and help us to support 
your child. All too often parents’ impact on school culture can be overlooked. Good, positive parent 
involvement supports better school attendance, attitude and behaviour. When a student feels there is a 
connection between home and school life it is possible to see them, not as two distinct places, but as a 
home from home. A good relationship between parents and school can result in greater understanding 
of the school curriculum and school life. 

As educators, we always want to share with parents some of the knowledge and skills we use to help our 
students and, to this end, we would like to run a series of parent workshops, to help break down barriers. 
While we are here to teach and prepare students for the world, we appreciate that the most overwhelming 
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key to a child’s achievement is the positive involvement of parents. Parents plus teachers make successful 
students. 

What are the expectations, then? Attend school meetings, parent-teacher conferences, school events 
and occasionally helping out as a volunteer. You do make a difference in the short term to your child’s 
self-esteem and positive attitude towards school – they do want to make you feel proud! Longer term, 
they see that you value a good education and are more likely to reap the benefits by becoming ready to 
follow a path to university and beyond.

What can we, at AIS, do better? I would like to make a commitment to reach out to the families of AIS. 
Together, in partnership with our Senior Leadership Team and myself and with clear and regular 
communication, we hope to involve parents in school activities and conversations around educational 
issues which impact our children. I would like to invite you to write to me and tell me what kind of parent 
workshops you would like us to offer in Term 3, as long as there are no further restrictions arising about 
group sizes and so on due to any covid related issues. We would also like to put out a parent survey in 
the near future. I want to make sure that, as a new Executive Principal at the school, I hear your voices 
and establish good routes for communication so that you can feel confident, connected and, importantly, 
engaged in the AIS school community. I do hope that you can help me in this and look forward to 
meeting and hearing from as many of our parent community as I can.
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LEARNING MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS AND ASSESSMENT 
AT AIS
Mark Vella - Deputy Executive and Secondary Principal

As you may be aware, last year the secondary school moved to Microsoft Teams as the 
main online learning platform used for teaching and learning by teachers and their classes. 

This is because Teams, as part of the extensive suite of Office 365 applications, has much 
more powerful functionality than Managebac as an online teaching and learning platform. This 
was very apparent during the period of school closure last semester. Teams allowed teachers 
and students to communicate live. Teachers could talk to and be seen by their classes in video meetings, while 
students could use the Chat function to message or video call their teachers if they required individual support. 

Managebac is still being used for some functions. These include the posting of daily 
notices, important IB administration and record-keeping (Extended Essay, TOK, CAS) 
and school reports. However, Teams will be the main online platform for students. They 
will be in a Team for every subject class. Class work, assignments and resources will all 
be posted there, and students will submit much of their work on their Teams.  

The most important change that parents should be aware of relates to assessment and grades. In order to 
understand the nature of these changes it is first necessary to explain the grading system used at AIS. The two 
main grades that are reported in Semester 1 and Semester 2 reports are the Semester Grade and the Classwork 
Grade. 

The Semester Grade reflects a student’s overall performance for the semester based on common assessments 
undertaken by every student in the year level subject or course. 

• These assessments usually take place at the end of a significant unit or period of work – a topic, a term or 
a semester – and commonly involve formal tests or examinations, although they can take other forms such 
as lab reports, essays, projects or portfolios. This assessment of learning is known as summative assessment. 
Ultimately, IGCSE and IB examinations are the two most important sets of summative assessments that 
students undertake at AIS.

• This grade indicates a student’s level of achievement in each subject/course, relative to the whole year-level, 
and as such is the key indicator of academic progress. For example, for students from Year 7 to 11, a grade 
of B for a subject indicates “good knowledge and understanding of curriculum content; effective skills and 
techniques demonstrated” based on the internationally benchmarked Cambridge grading system. 
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The Classwork Grade is generated by a student’s performance in a range of class-based activities and formative 
assessments. 

• Formative assessment is assessment for learning and is done during a lesson or unit of work. Its purpose 
is to allow teachers to identify how well students are doing while they are learning new content and skills. It 
provides feedback that teachers can use to improve their teaching and students can use to improve their 
learning.

• A wide variety of class-based activities can be used for formative assessment such as quizzes, short tests, 
homework, class presentations, debates, essays; just to name a few.

• Students may achieve different grades for their classwork grades than for their semester grades because 
the activities and assessments are specific to their class, are more limited in scope and include group 
activities and assignment work.

This year the only grades that will be recorded on Managebac will be for summative assessments. This means 
that when you check your child’s progress on Managebac the grades that you see will provide a very clear 
indication of how they are performing relative to every other student studying that subject at that year level. At 
the end of each semester these grades will be aggregated to determine the overall Semester Grade.

Formative assessment results will be recorded in the gradebooks on Teams. At the 
end of each semester these grades will be aggregated to determine the overall 
Classwork Grade. Unfortunately, parents do not have access to class Teams. However, 
if you wish to monitor your child’s progress in any subject it is simply a matter of asking 
them to show you their gradebooks in their class/subject Teams. Similarly, if you wish 
to see any assignments and/or deadlines that they have been set you can ask them 
to show you their Teams Calendar. 

These are excellent ways to show that you are interested and involved in your child’s academic progress. And 
the research is overwhelmingly clear “when parents play a positive role in their children’s education, 
students do better in school”.
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Julian Carroll - Primary and Kindergarten Principal

Message from the Primary 
& Kindergarten Principal 

After exiting from quarantine in late August, I was thrilled to be able to finally meet the students and staff 
at AIS. These last few weeks have literally flown by as I have constantly visited the Thu Thiem, Lotus, Xi 

and Cherry Blossum Campuses and I have been extremely impressed with the friendliness and respect on 
display by the students. I look forward to meeting you, the parents, soon and hopefully the current Covid-19 
restrictions will ease in the not too distant future.

Life has certainly changed in recent times and now more than ever, I believe that it is important to be mindful 
in all of our relationships, actions and learning. There seem to be so many distractions and it is so easy to 
lose the ‘be in the moment’ these days. Recently, I participated in a global webinar session with Dr. Jared 
Cooney- Horvath, a world renown neuroscientist and educator. In my previous school at Kingswood College 
in Melbourne, we were fortunate to be able to work directly with Jared for a number of years. He has 
researched the brain and has developed a number of evidence-based tips to assist in optimising learning. 
They include: ‘Get your mind right’, ‘Match context to outcome’, Don’t multitask’, ‘Less is more’ and ‘Recall 
is everything’ (P & P #208, Jared Cooney Horvath, Top 5 tips for better, faster learning).

The area of Positive Education and focussing on a ‘strength-based’ approach is also an interest of mine. By 
purposefully examining and discussing the various strengths, positive character traits and talents that each 
of us possesses, we build self-esteem and efficacy. I encourage you to look at the work of Dr. Lea Waters.
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Ben Armstrong
Deputy Principal – Secondary School
IGCSE & IBDP Physics Teacher

Year 6
Transition Day

The transition from Year 6 and Primary School into Year 7 and the ‘big’ Secondary School can be a daunting 
experience for students, and their parents. To make this transition as smooth and natural for as possible, 

AIS runs a series of Transition Days to help students get a taste of what life in secondary school will be like.

The first of these transition days will occur this Friday 2nd October. During this day, Year 6 students will meet 
with Ms Stone, Year 7 Student Welfare Coordinator, and myself to discuss the main differences between 
primary and secondary school. Following this, students will participate in a number of secondary specific 
lessons including Design Technology, Visual Art and Science. This will be the Year 6 students first experience 
with subject specialist teachers using subject specific classrooms. Year 6 students will also have their first 
opportunity of purchasing their own lunch from the cafeteria, a very exciting advantage of being in the secondary 
school.

We very much look forward to working with all the Year 6 students throughout the transition experiences 
provided this academic year, as well as you, the parents, to ensure we work together to make this big moment 
in your child’s education at AIS an enjoyable one.

Last year Transition Day
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The Primary community are continuing on working on the Learner Profile attributes. At AIS we are showing 
that we are global citizens by CARING for our environment through our participation and commitment to the 

Vietnam ECOBRICK Project.

What is an ECOBRICK?
Ecobricks are single-use plastic bottles filled with other single-use plastics.

What are ECOBRICKS for?
Once the plastic bottle has been packed so tightly with other plastics they are used to make furniture, garden 
spaces and buildings.

What are the benefits of making ECOBRICKS?
We are minimizing the amount of plastic ending up in our rivers, landfill sites and environment.

What will AIS do with our ECOBRICKS?
The AIS community are helping the Build a School Foundation and Wholistic Permaculture to collect 8000 
completed Ecobricks to build the first Ecobrick school in Vietnam.

Thank you to Rebecca Evans and the primary SRC team that are driving this project. Keep sending in your 
plastic waste and help AIS make the world a better place.

PYP NEWS LEARNER PROFILES
Leanne Raeside - PYP Coordinator
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One of my favourite CAS Creativity Experiences is my band, Nanosecond, which was formed with three 
others in my year level: Huong, Grace and Phuong. Huong and I are the singers of the group while Grace 

is on piano and Phuong is on guitar. We began performing together rather spontaneously in Year 11 and the 
band quickly became one of my most enjoyable CAS Experiences. I really enjoy music and it just comes 
naturally because it’s an extracurricular that I already take part in and really love doing. It doesn’t feel like work 
or something extra I have to do. Sometimes it can get stressful, especially when we’re short for time and 
performance is coming our way quite quickly, but we always pull it off. 

We try to participate and perform at school events such as Open Days, school BBQs, assemblies and lunch-
time concerts. After we’ve been confirmed for an event, we pick a song or a few songs and each member 
begins figuring out their part. The challenges I’ve experienced with this are mainly personal ones: how to have 
the right technique, how to perfect a certain section of a song, how to sing in a way that complements my 
partner, how to not be nervous on stage. Actually, they’re all things that I still deal with every time we have a 
performance because every performance and every song is a little different and requires a different focus. 
Despite this, all these challenges help me grow to become a better singer and performer and it’s actually one 
of my favourite aspects of performing; being able to experiment and figure out how to create something that I 
think is cool with my voice.  

Seeing my group grow together, our music getting better and each of our parts becoming more and more inter-
connected is what makes this CAS Experience so worthwhile and enjoyable for me.

By Thai Nhu Quynh Nguyen - Year 13

CAS Spotlight:
Creativity with Nanosecond
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New STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) 

equipment arrive

The Primary school has had some exciting new STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics) equipment arrive and some classes have already put this equipment to good use.

Year 4 students have had the opportunity to use the virtual and augmented reality of MERGE cubes. 
They have used the interactive, hands-on MERGE Cubes, alongside the MERGE Explorer app to explore 
human anatomy as part of their inquiry into Body Systems.

Year 1 students have used the new Osmo Genius Kits alongside the Osmo Tangrams app as part of 
their learning around 2D shapes. Students have been able to combine tactile exploration with innovative 
technology.

The primary staff are looking forward to continuing to find fun and creative ways to use this new STEAM 
equipment in classrooms as the year continues!

Megan Hills - Year 3 Teacher, Primary Technology Coordinator
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AIS TITANS SPORT
Matthew Washer - Athletic Director - Secondary Physical Education

It was touch and go but inter-school sport finally got the nod to re-start after an 8-month hiatus. Sport can 
be a great vehicle for bringing people together, so we are very proud that the first offsite activity allowed 

by schools after the COVID-19 cancellations is sport. Despite SISAC league matches and end-of-season 
tournaments not yet happening, we are able to play friendly matches versus other international schools.  

AUTUMN SPORT

The Autumn season of sport is well underway, with a total of … teams from Year 1-13. Our u11/13/15/19 
teams have already had several friendly matches with D2 schools. Here is a round-up of results:

• U11 boys’ football: Played 3, Won 2, Draw 1, Lost 1
• U11 girls’ football: Played 1, Won 1
• U13 boys’ basketball: Played 2, Won 2
• U13 girls’ basketball: Played 2: Won 1, Lost 1
• U15 boys’ basketball: Played 2: Won 1, Lost 1
• U15 girls’ basketball: Played 2, Won 2
• U19 boys’ volleyball: Played 3, Won 2, lost 1
• U19 girls’ volleyball: Played 2, Won 1, Lost 1
• U19 boys/girls table tennis: Played 2

UPCOMING EVENTS

Year 3-6 House Fun Run:
A colourful and fun event for our senior primary students. Run through the tree-lined avenues of the APS 
compound, this is the schools’ first large sporting event of the year. With an emphasis on participation, the 
‘Fun Run’ offers a chance for students to enjoy the health benefits of running while competing for their 
Houses. Extra points are given to the top ten runners in each division – Boys Year 3-4, Girls Year3-4, Boys 
Year 5-6 and Girls Year 5-6.

The Lakes Race
For the first time, AIS students, staff and parents have entered The Lakes Race, a picturesque running 
event located on the shores of Lake Ho Da, just 30 minutes’ drive from AIS.
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MAMMA MIA!
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AIS Presents
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NOW WITH
BOARDING

Thu Thiem Campus, 264 Mai Chi Tho, An Phu Ward, District 2, HCMC, Vietnam

www.aisvietnam.com1900 6940 enrolments@aisvietnam.com
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THE DESTINATION IS JUST THE BEGINNING. 

FAMILY IS ONE OF NATURE’S MASTERPIECES
Get away with the family over the holidays. Take advantage of our resident packages to treat yourself and your loved ones 
to a stay at one of our resorts in Vietnam.

Book our Resident Getaways, Retreats or Introductory Offer, which include a number of value adds to make your stay a 
truly memorable one, we are sweetening the deal further by offering a complimentary extra bed OR breakfast for 2 kids 
under 12 years old.

If your children need more space, we are delighted to offer a 50% discount for the second room.

Azerai Retreats

1 night stay in a Lake Room/Superior River Room

Daily Breakfast for 2 persons

USD 35 credit for first-time guests or 
USD 45 credit for repeat guests per room per stay 

towards purchase of Spa treatments and F&B services

One-way airport transfer to/from 
Can Tho International Airport or 

Phu Bai International Airport

One 60-minute Spa treatment per adult per stay

Welcome drink upon arrival

VND 5,640,000++

Azerai Getaways

1 night stay in a Garden Room/Superior Standard Room 
(priority complimentary upgrade to higher room category 

subject to availability)

Daily Breakfast for 2 persons

USD 25 credit for first-time guests or 
USD 35 credit for repeat guests per room per stay 

towards purchase of Spa treatments and F&B services

Welcome drink upon arrival

VND 4,700,000++

Azerai Ke Ga Bay Introductory Offer

1 night stay in a Deluxe Suite

Daily Breakfast for 2 persons

Welcome drink upon arrival

Daily Afternoon Snacks at from 15:30 - 16:30

Complimentary Wi-Fi in rooms and throughout public areas

Usage of Junior Zone, Fitness Centre, Public Swimming Pools (Infinity Pool & Junior Pool)

Usage of bicycles at the resort (subject to availability)

VND 6,750,000++

This offer is applicable to our resident packages and is exclusive to International Schools only. 
Identification may be required upon check-in. 

For more information, please visit our website www.azerai.com or send an email to corpmice@azerai.com

(Rates are subject to 5% Service Charge & 10% VAT)

Azerai Can Tho Azerai Ke Ga Bay Azerai La Residence Hue


