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Building a better world



“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.”

This week, the senior students will be hosting the annual student GIN conference at AIS. GIN – Global 

Issues Network – is a wonderful opportunity for students to show leadership and think through practical 

solutions to issues that connect them to the wider world. 

In thinking about this, I am reminded of the above quote from Mother Theresa. For those that don’t know, 

Mother Theresa died in 1997 having devoted her life to the poor of India. She founded the Missionaries 

of Charity, which has subsequently grown to have over 4,500 sisters and be active in 133 countries. They 

run hospices and homes for people with HIV/AIDS, leprosy and tuberculosis; soup kitchens; dispensaries 

and mobile clinics; children's and family counselling programmes; orphanages; and schools. In addition 

to the standard vows of chastity, poverty and obedience, members must take fourth vow, which is to 

give "wholehearted free service to the poorest of the poor". 

I like this quote for it reminds us that we have no reason to delay anything, but especially contributing to 

our world. It is a good quote to apply to the things we tend to put off – like studying! But its real meaning 

is when it applies to making our community (and so our wider world) a better place. The theme for the 

conference is “Catalyst for Change’ and what a great theme this is – that each of us can be a catalyst for 

change for good in our world.  This doesn’t mean that we need to go out and find some great thing to 

do in order to ‘save the world,’ rather each of us can contribute to a better society through our own 

individual actions.  For example, what do we do about single-use plastic, or how do we dispose of 

rubbish (and so help the environment)? How do we speak to those around us (and so help build our 

community)?. How do we help at home or treat others in our family (and so help our family)? As a school, 

we not only undertake practical things like supporting Loreto Vietnam to provide education for poorer 

communities, but as importantly, we encourage children to look out and support each other in their day 

to day actions, and so build a school community. If we only looked after, and did things, for ourselves it 

would be a very lonely and isolating place. Indeed the entire concept of community requires each of us 

to ‘serve’ in some form or other – in other words to help meet the needs of others and so build community.  

In this way I am delighted with the example set by the student leaders and staff.

While some of us might go on to start charities or open schools, all of us are called to serve today and 

every action, no matter how small can be an act of service. As Mother Teresa also said, “we can all do 

small things with great love.” 

I wish the students every success this week at the GIN conference. 

From the 
Executive Principal

Building a better world
Dr Roderick Crouch
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School Attendance – Important 
Contributor to Academic Success

I have always regarded academic success not as a 

particular IGCSE grade or IB points total, but rather as a 

student meeting realistic expectations and goals; in other 

words, achieving to their potential. By this definition the 

student of average ability who has consistently given 

their best effort and achieves a C grade has succeeded, 

whereas the highly able student who has worked 

inconsistently and gained a C grade has not. 

At the start of each academic year I talk to students 

about this way of understanding what academic success 

means. And then I share with them what I believe are the 

three simple but fundamentally important elements that 

contribute to academic success. These are:

1. Attend school every day 

2. Work hard every period (every day, in every subject)

3. Do homework every night ( when it is set )

Obviously there are legitimate occasions when a student 

cannot attend school; such as when they are genuinely ill 

or there is a family bereavement. However, on a daily basis 

there are students that miss school unnecessarily – they 

feign illness to have a day off; they attend appointments 

that could be made outside school hours; they take 

long weekends or extended holidays; they leave before 

official school holidays start or return late after school 

has resumed; and sometimes they simply truant. 

There is abundant evidence to show that there is a strong 

correlation between attendance rates and academic 

achievement. A 2016 report from the UK Department of 

Education concluded that the higher a student’s overall 

absence rate, the lower their likely level of attainment will 

be. For example, students with no absences in Years 10 

and 11 are nearly 3 times more likely to achieve highly in 

IGCSE ( 5+ grades of A* - C ) than students who miss 

15% of their lessons.  

Research published by the Australian Council for 

Educational Research (Stephen R. Zubrick The University 

of Western Australia), not only confirms that academic 

outcomes are enhanced by maximising attendance in 

school, but also highlights the fact that ‘every day counts’. 

This is particularly true in senior secondary where there is 

always pressure of time to cover demanding IGCSE and 

IB syllabuses. Moreover, the effects of non-attendance 

accumulate over time. The report states that ‘Parents 

need to understand that when their child misses school 

it can have an ongoing impact on their learning’. The type 

of absence is also significant. Unauthorised absences – 

for example truancy or unapproved absences for family 

holidays and/or convenience – have stronger negative 

effects on academic achievement than authorised 

absences (that is, unavoidable, legitimate absences). 

Finally, the ACER report noted that patterns of 

attendance are established very early on, from the 

beginning of primary school. Students who get into the 

habit of regularly taking unnecessary absences tend to 

continue to do so throughout their school career. Once 

established, this pattern of behaviour can continue into 

adulthood and the work place, where they have negative 

effects on employability and advancement. For instance, 

formal reference checks routinely ask previous employers 

to report on the absence rate of job applicants.  

There is no question that one of the key things that you 

can do as parents, in order to maximise your child’s 

chances of achieving academic success, is to ensure 

that they school attend regularly as possible and avoid 

any unnecessary absences.

Mark Vella - Deputy Executive and Secondary Principal

The Leader  ¡  February 2019 3



Rachel Perkins - Primary and Kindergarten Principal

HOW TO BE
A GOOD LISTENER

Have you ever found yourself saying to your child ‘why aren’t you listening to me?’ ‘What did I just 

say?’ or shaking your head in disbelief when your child has not understood a small task you have 

asked them to complete (several times!)

Below are a few ideas that might help your child improve their listening skills, which may help at home 

and also in school. But first let’s consider what it means to be a good listener.

What do we need to do to be a good listener?

• Prepare yourself for listening.

• Focus on what is being said.

• Listen to ideas not just words.

• Wait and watch for non-verbal communication.

• Maintain eye contact wherever possible.

• Listen to the words and try to picture what the speaker is saying.

• And most importantly … stop talking.

How can I help nurture good listening skills with my child?

• Ask your child to repeat what you have said, for example, after giving an instruction.

• Read stories – let your child predict the ending, retell the best part (make the story interactive).

• Audio stories – listen to the stories together with your child or as a family.

• Add-on stories – this can be done in a group where each person adds onto the story every 4 or 

5 sentences.

• Identify sounds – play or make sounds while your child’s eyes are closed and they must try to 

identify them.

• Copycat – play games like broken telephone, clapping a pattern or repeating silly made-up rhymes.

I hope that these ideas help you and your child work on their listening skills, and if you have any further 

ideas please feel free to share them with me. 
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Known in Vietnam as Tet Nguyen Dan, or simply Tet, the Lunar New Year is a celebration of spring and the 

upcoming year. The Tet holiday starts on the beginning of a new year based on the lunar calendar. The Lunar 

New Year falls between the end of January and the middle of February. In most of Vietnam, TẾT celebrations last 

at least three days. During this time, the Vietnamese people spend time with family and friends while reminiscing 

about the past year. On behalf of the school, we wish all of you a very happy and successful year of the Pig - 2019.

Chúc mừng năm mới!

To celebrate, on 31 January, we held a Tet fair for the whole school.  The following are three reports from the day.

Linh Huỳnh – VNC Teacher (Thu Thiem campus)

Tet Fair 2019

 

Thu Thiem Primary
We started with the Tet song performances on Tuesday, which was 2 days before the Tet Fair day.  After that, we 

all joined the Tet fair activities on Thursday, which was the last day before Tet break. There would be 12 stalls in 

the fair. Some of the activities that students would be able to participate in at the stalls would include toy figurine, 

calligraphy, walking on the monkey bridge, can blaster, ring toss, wheel of fortune, coconut leaves shaping, 

balloon shaping, cone hat painting, fishing, sorting out the beans …etc.

The whole area was delightful decorated with red, yellow, many other colours and Tet flowers by all talented 

support teachers. There were student art works hanging up 

around. The highlight for the day was a Tet corner or photo 

booth where everyone was able to pose for a memorable 

photo.

In addition, food played an important role in Tet fair where our 

students brought their foods to share in a very long table. 

The Tet Fair was a huge success with parents and students 

participating to celebrate this meaningful occasion as a part 

of Vietnamese culture.
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Thu Thiem Secondary
AIS comprises many different nationalities from all over the globe, so to celebrate Tet, as Vietnamese 

students of the school we wanted to embrace our culture and present it to all others in the form of 

something different, creative and exciting, something like traditional games. 

At the fair, students in Vietnamese national clothes and with bright smiles on their 

face were excited and ready to try games that we and our parents grew up playing. 

Bamboo Dance (Nhảy sạp), Tossing Bean Bags (Ném còn), Sack race (Nhảy bao bố), 

Blindman’s Bluff (Bịt bắt mắt heo), Capturing the Flag (Cướp cờ) and Tug-of-war (Kéo 
co) … you name it. This year’s Tet activities brought a new exciting breeze to our traditional 

presentation-based Tet celebration. Yes, the sun was bright and the heat was intense, but 

when one is fully engaged in the game, one seems not to be bothered.  

For all of us, it was a unique experience to organise and execute this occasion along with our beloved 

Vietnamese teachers. Thanks to them, we were given an opportunity to collaborate and elevate our spirit as 

a group. Despite standing in the sun for four hours straight and yelling instructions in an open field, it was 

all worth it to see the enthusiasm that our players display as well as those broad smiles on their blushed 

cheeks.

The experience allows students to get a taste of the “old days” while still learning new engaging games and 

appreciating the diversity of Vietnamese culture. Just like how a celebration of the new year would not be 

complete without traditional protocols, we need to cherish what the past had given us in order to progress 

into the future. The Tet fair hopefully provides students insights into the vast pool of traditions that they might 

not have known yet and inspires them to seek those for themselves.

NGUYEN Quoc Yen Nhi (On Behalf of Y12/13 Vietnamese students in Tet Activity Organisers)
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Thao Dien
The sports area at Thao Dien was creatively decorated with lots of bright and stimulating students’ posters 

and art works. A musical and pictorial mosaic of Tet wishes, pictures of the 12 Zodiac Animals including 

the Pig – this year’s zodiac animal, Vietnamese hat mobiles, Tet leaves and flowers were dancing and 

winking jubilantly. 

There were incredible, entertaining performances from the AIS students 

which lifted the whole atmosphere; happy Tet songs and drums being 

thumped skilfully in traditional Tet beats.

The children cheerfully rushed to interactive game stalls including making play dough 

models on a stick (tò he), driving pigs into pigsties, boat racing, shooting a slingshot, 

making traditional cakes, calligraphy and many more. The children also enjoyed the taste 

of Vietnamese traditional foods for Tet which were supported by Vietnamese parents.

To everyone, it was a memorable time as we truly had a gracious day with our warm-hearted friends who 

are different in terms nationalities and languages but all came together to learnt about Vietnamese customs 

and cultures and share happy memories in our new adopted home of Vietnam. 

Nguyen Pham
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Rohit AMBAKKAT

AmISMUN 2019

Over the course of three days, students from many different international schools around Ho Chi Minh 

City gathered at the annual Model United Nations conference held at American International School. 

The many students from AIS varied from newcomers to seasoned delegates. During this event delegates 

were required to represent various countries which perhaps were not their own and had to undertake the 

task of sharing the countries views on certain issues. The entire experience was a test of confidence and 

research but in the end, it was an enjoyable experience of which every moment was a true delight. 

During the first day delegates were separated into various forums of The United Nations ranging from the 

General Assembly to the Security Council. They were required to work with students from other schools 

to draft resolutions to various real-life problems such as terrorism or the refugee crisis. These resolutions 

would then be the centre of the debates. The first day was an important day as it allowed the delegates 

to collaborate and contribute their own ideas to each of the resolutions.

The second day was a day filled with various heated but fruitful debates within the different groups. 

Delegates made amendments to the proposed resolutions, expressing their country’s position on the 

resolutions. There were several moments throughout the day which encouraged laughter from the 

delegates as the more eloquent speakers used humour or hyperbole to make their points. It was an 

interesting day overall and watching the delegates both new and old collaborate as well hearing the wide 

range of views was a tremendous sight. 

The third day brought an end to the exhilarating three-

day conference. In the various councils, delegates 

voted for their fellow delegates in categories such as 

best dressed or best death stare and more laughs were 

shared that day. The experience was quite exciting 

and is something that anyone could participate in. It 

offers a chance for collaboration with various different 

types of people. There was never a second throughout 

the three days where anyone seemed to feel a lack of 

interest. I recommend more students to join, as it was 

a memorable experience.
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Cathy Levick 

Cathy Levick 

Holi Festival

Tet shoe box appeal

As part of the Year 2 unit of inquiry on celebrations, music and 

traditions the students have been looking at different celebrations 

around the world.  One of the festivals they have researched is the Hindu 

festival of Holi. This is a Spring festival often known as the Festival of 

Colours. Family and friends get together to throw powder paint 

at one another. It is a time to celebrate love and forgiveness. 

The children had a great time throwing the paint at each 

other and the teachers. 

In the run up to Tet children at both campuses the children showed their 

generosity by donating items to the Tet shoe box appeal. The SRC helped 

hand out letters and boxes and some even went to our Lotus campus to 

explain to the Y1 what to do. The boxes were checked to make sure there 

was no food or bottles that could leak, before being picked up by people from 

The Tiny Hearts of Hope charity for distribution all over Vietnam. Over 400 

boxes were collected! Thanks to the generosity of our students and parents 

children who are less fortunate than our community will have received some 

wonderful gifts at this special time of year.
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Matthew Washer

AIS Titans Season 2 sports 

Season 2, 2018/19 sports at AIS may go 

down as one of the most successful in the 

school’s history. A huge congratulations to the 

following teams for winning the SISAC Pool A City 

Championships:

• Under 19 boys badminton

• Under 19 girls basketball

• Under 19 boys basketball

BOYS BADMINTON – their first year in Pool A 

after promotion from Pool B last year. They took 

out the final win over CIS in a very close match 

3-2. It came down to the final doubles match! 

Well done Tom and Lawrence.

GIRLS BASKETBALL – went the whole season 

without losing a game and dominated the city 

championships winning the final by over 20 points 

versus SSIS. Congratulations to Tomoho Kagami 

for being named MVP for the tournament.

BOYS BASKETBALL – after coming agonisingly 

close last year the boys finally won the city 

championships with a well-deserved win over 

TAS in the final (after losing to them in the pool 

rounds).

Thank you to the coaches of all season 2 teams. 

We appreciate your time and energy – Mr Gunn, 

Coach Cuong, Mr. Evans, Mr. Pollard, Mr. Mullord 

and Mr. Washer.
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Peter O’Rance

YEAR 5 MARKET DAY

As part of the Year 5s’ learning journey for our current Unit of Inquiry, “An Effective Business Plan 

Involves Understanding The Market and Cost Analysis,” the Year 5 students at each campus created 

a variety of popup market stalls, where they sold goods and services to eager customers (other students).

 The students were responsible for the majority of the organisation of the day. They were responsible for 

tasks such as creating a business plan that included a logo and slogan, completing business surveys, 

designing and making their products, purchasing ingredients and other items, marketing and advertising 

their products and stalls. 

It was great to see the students take ownership of the day, learning from the things they did well, and the 

things they went not so well! Some of the words the students used to describe their experiences included 

fantastic, nervous, fun, amazing, great, busy, tiring, awesome, perfect and exciting.

Finally, a big thank you to all the parents who prior to market day, helped the students with the supply of 

goods needed to help make this day an authentic learning experience.
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Each�day�is�themed�after�a�different�����������������������book!
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OPEN DAY
Australian International School (AIS) invites all families to come 
and see everything that a truly international school has to offer!

www.aisvietnam.com/openday

1900 6940
enrolments@aisvietnam.com

 BENEFITS FOR OPEN DAY ONLY

• School tours
• Interactive classrooms
• Academic presentations
• Sporting activities
• Musical performances
• Scholarship information

Join us to experience: 

- No application fee
 (save 3,180,000 VND)
- 10% discount on acceptance fee
 (up to 6,360,000 VND)
*  Special condition: apply based on 

deposit of VND 20 million.

Saturday 09 March 2019
9am - 11am • All campuses
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